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didn't u,ut to clo ir, hut I rv:rs ,rlso or-r the verge of rbandoning aJl the dcecls

c-,f the r.roble knight himself.
"Hou, crur volr expect nre not to be fearful of thc opinion of thar ancicnt

jncigc thel'call the pubhc, lr,hen thc)'see thirt aftcr so rniury )c:lrs of slecpiirg
in the silence of oblivion, I'r-n corning olrt llow - lt tl'ris latc :rge - lritl'r ir tllc
as dr1.:ls rnlr \r'eecl. cler.'oid of .irtifice, dimirishecl in stvle. proor irr conceits,
hckir-rg in all erudition aLrd doctrine, arcl lvithor-rt margin,rl citetions rrncl

annotatior-rs at the end that I see in other books, evcn in the novelistic rnd
secular ones, 6llccl'"vith rn:rxims of Arisrotle , Plato :rnci thc u.'holc rrultitude of
philosophers, that arrirz-e the re ,rclers and m:rke their aurhors appel;:."veil-relcl,
e rudite and cloqucnt? And lvhen thel citc thc hol,v scriprure , they're rhougl-rt to
be St Thomases'r irncl other Doctors of the Church, lnd thcv mrrintain such :r

resor-rrcetul clccorum that in one linc rhc,v dcscribe an:rbse nt-nrindecl lover. and

in the rext, thev give a Christian hornily thlt's a ple.rsLrrc to hcal or read. It,v
hook u'ill be lecking in all of tl-ris because I have no cit:rtions for rl-rc rnargins,

nor an), notes to put at the encl, ancl I knou'even less rvhich authors to put
:rt the begirlring in :rlphabetical order, iike er.eryone else doers, stiuting wrth
Aristotle end er-rcling with Xenophon'' and Zoilus" or Zcuxis," althougl-r rlre

sc'concl one w.ls a sl;rntlerer rrnd the last one r,r,as a painter. NIy book lvrll also
lack sonnets at the beginnrlg, at leirst bv authors u'ho are clukes, mlrquises,
collr-rts, hishol'rs, lac'lies or celebratcd poets; 2rlthough if I'd asked two or three
friends u'ho rrre poets, I knc,rv the,r. 

"r,oulcl 
have n'ritten sonnets for me, and

such tl'rirt the most renorvnecl poets in this Spain of ours coLrlcl-r't ec1ur.l.

"ln slrort, seior and friencl," I continued, "I thir-rk tl'rat -sciol Don Qtrixote
rvi11 lemair-r buried in his ar:chives in La l4arrcha until l-leaven fnrnishes sor-uc-

one r,rho can aclorn hirr-r r'r,ith ell thosc things that are lackir-rg, because I'rn
not c;ipable of proviclir-rg tl-rcm orving to rtry deficier-rcies and lack of learninq,
end because I'rr too lazy by natrlre to seek authorities to sry r.vhat I cen sav

rvithont the m. So th:rt's u'here the preclicament in u,hich vou founcl rne colnes

from, my fricnd - a sufllcient c:rusc for thc c1u:rndarl'I told,votr rrbout."
Vhcn mv friend heard this, he slapped his forchcad, grve a herrtt' llrgh

ar-rcl sricl: "Pry God, brother. I row realize hor'r, nrist,rken I've been trbout l-or-r

ell rhe time rvc've l<norvn eech orher, bccause I'r,c irlwa.-vs consiclerecl yon tcr

be enlightencd and judicious in evervthing 1.ou dicl, bnt noiv I scc that you'rc

..rs far from hcir-rg so as hcalcrr is fronr earth. Horr''is it possible that tl'rings

of so little conseqrlerrce, and so easy to remeclli can baffle ancl absorb such
l flratlrre nlirld as vours, rvhich is ablc to brcak tlrrough:rnd overcomc othcr,
more clifficult things? I swe:rr ir's r-rot that you're incapable, but r:rther thlt
vor.r're ctccs-siveiv laz)'and poyerty-stricken in yonr tl-rongl-rt. \X/ould yoLr like
to sce if lvl-ret l'm saving is true ? Vcll, iisteLr to me and .vou'll sec in rhe tr,r,in-

kling of an eye hou, I can ovcrcomc :r1l 1.our prol-:rlems, irncl horv I can fir ell

the defccts tilat,voLl siry confound ar-rd inttnridate volr so much tl-rat 1.-ou don't

FIRS'I IlARI'

feel like pr-rblishing tl're l'ristory of your celebr-ate(l l)c'r: ,

mirror of all knight errantry"
"Tbil me," I replic'd, r.vhen I l-reard whrrt he r'ras s.r'r-

envision {illing the vacullm of my fear, and cc,nvertrn: ::

sion into light?"
To',vhich he said: "First. r.l'ith rcspect to the sonnei-. :

writt(rn bv rmportant pe rsolrs of rank rnissiug fror-n ih-
can {ix tirat if vou write t1-re m yourself, and afte rl rr:-
lvith r,vhatever lralne vou want, attributing thcn to P:..
or the EmLreror of tebizor-rd," rvho I've heard rr'cr. I...:.
chey r,r'ercn't, :rncl if pedants and univcrsitv grirdllatc: ,
and compl.rir-r irbour it lrehind ),our back. vou sl'LoLrli---

,rtrout it, Lrecause even if thev discover yortr tle cepttt,:r.

off vour hend becar-rse of it.
"ril/irh regard to citing books and attthorities in :- .

volr €aot the maxims arrcl sa-vings you PLlt in ]'ottr htsi,,:
fincl sonre aphorisms encl Larir-r phrases rhat fit, anJ l:-..r
heurt, or that at least r.von't bc h:rrcl to finc1. For e\irnr:.:

"ritl-r 
freedorn and cirptir,itl', t-rse: Nor bene pro t(): , :

ar-rd then in the mlrgir-r clte Hor2rce, or rvhoever sai.i r: ,

tlre por,ver of deeth, :use: Itdllida Mors a:c1tro puLstr : .

regumqu? tLffres.'t If it's frienclship end the love th-r ,-

h,rve for yollr enemy, just go into holy scripture . \\ hL.

r-nal research, and say the w'ords usecl by (lod hrnr..
dil.igite inimicos uestros." If you're dealing rvirh e. ri :-
Testanrent: De cortle exeunt cogitationes moL",:.' \: .

friends, there's Cato, who can give you this coupic:: -
numertlt)is amiccts, te nrpord si fuerint nuL.tila, so/rr-( . 'r-.

phreses, rnd others like thenr, i,ou'll at le irst be takc:.

nrar, ,ucl being that no',r,adl1's is of no litt1e honour .r

'As far as puttilrg notes at che end of the book ec,... .

u.'ey - if you mention some girut in r,our book. nr-....-

rvith rhis, whicl-r rvor-r't take any rvork at all, volr c...r: .'.

a Philistine u,hom rhe shepherd l)avicl sleu, wirh .r 1...:-,

Tcrebinth, as citcd in the Book of Kings'in the ch.:r-:,

ir's u,ritten, After this, to show tl-rat -vou'rc:r sch,r -.:
geograpl-r1', .lrrangc it so that ]rou llalre the Talo R-'.
rou'll have ilnorher great citrtion by r'vr:iting: 'Thc P..

nrlrned by a Kir-rg of Spain, starting in sttch and su.:
rhe Ocear-r Sea, kissir-rg rhe r,r,a11s oI the celebretecl Lr:
that it has golclen sancls', &c., &c. If yotr speak rr[.o-,- .

story of Ctrcus," r'r'hich l kncxl,by heart; if prostiir,:.r
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DON QUTXOTE

\loncloieclo," u,ho'll lencl you Lemia. Laida and lilora. the nore for rvhich ivill
increrrse 1,our reput;rtion; if cruel people , Ovid rvill hand over X,Icclca;" and if
rt's about ench.rnter:s irncl witchcs, Horner l-ras Cel1.pso." an.1 \'irgil C-irce;', if
br:rve cirptains, Julius Caesar rvill lcnd himself ro vou in his Commentdries,"
and Plut:rrch r,r,i1l give )roLr a rhousand Ale-rar-rclels." If ,vou speak of lovc. with
thc tr'vo ounces vou know of ltalian. i.ou'll comc upon Le6n Hebreo," r,vho

u ill setisfr l.ou corlpletelv And if you don't w:rnr to go into orhcr collntriesr
rorr liave Fonseca right here, in his O/ the Loue of ()od," where voLr'll 6nd
everything vou:rncl the most fastidious pcrsotl could possibll, clesirc on that
subject. So you olrly hilve to trv ro list these pcople or Lrse rhcse histories I've
r.nentioncLl in -vour own storv, and by.]ovet. you'll fill yonr nlirrgins lncl use tr;r
rhirty-tlvo pagcrs at the encl of the book.

"Nor.v, let's come to the bibliographv rl'rat orl-rer books hrrve :rnd )rc)Llrs Lloes.n't.

Thc curc is vcrl,simple - all yoLr have to clo is look for a book that lists refer-
enc.-s from A tc>2,, its yoll srly. You can put this list in 1,our book as it is, ancl
evcn thollgh the deccption c:rn be clearly scen, since 1,'ou leailv didn't neecl it
in the first p1ace, it cloesn't make any clifference. And rr:rvbe some simple torr
rvill think that,vou acttralll'used rhose sollrces in y,our sirnple book. And if it
serves for r-rothir-rg clse , that catelogrrc of rruthorities rvill give instanr creclibiliry
to the book. ,\nd what's lllore! no one l,vill set olrt to prove rvhethel you used
thcm or not. since thct,'ll have rlothing to grin hv doing so, ancl nroreover, if
I unclerstand it colrectl.l, this book of l'onrs doesn't necd anv of the things
you sav are lacking, hecausc it's all a censlrre of the books of cl-rivrlrq :rr-rd

Arisrotlc" 1'rad nothing to say abour rhem, r-ror did St Basil." ar-rd Cicero" ccluallv
saicl notl-ring. The exactness of tr:utl'r is not conne ctecl to tl-re fictional nonsense
for.rncl in thosc books, nor ilrc the observrtions of astrolog,v, lror.lre georne rric
c:rlculations important to them, nor the confut:rtion usecl by rhetoricians. nor
clo they hevc a re:rsor.r to preach ro.uryorle, since the1, mir the hr,rnran r,vith

the divine, u,hicl.r is somerhing in uhich no Christi:rn intcllect sl-roLrlcl be clad.
"\'ou onl,v have to imitate the stv[e of n'hatvou're r,r,ririr-rg the morc perfect

the imitacion is, the be ttcr 1,our r.vriting n,ill be. And sir-rce the inrclrion of
vour u''riring is to destroy the favour lncl int'luence the boc.rks of chivalry hlve
in the.,r,orlcl and hold over the conrmon folk. yolr havc no -re;1son to go lround
bcgging for marinrs by philosopl-rers. cotrnscl from the holv scripture, fables
bv poets, orations of rhetoricians or mirtrclcs of saints. but rether vou need
to tr:\'to make sure ther 1.our u,riring is p[:rir, clear anc] u.ittf usin$a pure rnd
',reJl-pr,rt-toge tl-rer r,r,ords ch:rrged rvith mcanrng. Declirre _vour rl-roughts rvitl-rout
complications :rnd vvitl-ror.rt rnucidling thcm. Tiy also ro rlrake the melanchol,v
person r.vho reads r-our history laugh, aucl the mirtl-rful ro laugh cvcn more,
ancl be sure yon don't \rex the sirlpleton. ,\,{ove tl'rc r,vrse person to marvel lt
vour invention, the grar.e not co scorn it, ancl the pruclert not to cerise in thcir
praise oI it. So fix your ettcnrion on brir-rging dorvn the ill-founcled f rarnelvork

IO

FIRST PART

these chivalresque books, despised by many, and praisei
r-ou achieve this, you won't have achieved little."
Irr profound silence I listened to what my friend rvzs rt
impressed by his words that, without disputing them, I

,rrect, and decided to use them for this prologue, in uii
ader, the wisdom of my friend, and my good fortune in
unsellor in my time of need, and your own relief in 6n,
rcomplicated history of the famous Don Quixote de La
e dwellers around the Plains of Montiel believe to be rhe
ost valiant knight seen around there for many a year. I don'r
n-ice I'm doingyou by in introducing you to such a noble a_r

but I do want you to thank me for the acquaintanc
of the remarkable Sancho Panza, his squire, ir

believe, I have exemplified all the squire
graces that are scattered throughout

the books of chivalry. And with
this, may God give you
health - and may He

not forget me.
Vale."
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DON QUTXOTE

'l'r; tbe book a.bottt Don. Quixote de I-a Mttncha
Ulr;,r vlr.r 7 t/r. UNKN( )\vN'r

lf to be rvclcorncd by the good,"
()h^ book! vou rrake yollr sreadv aim,
\o em;rtv ch:rtterer wiil ciare

To question or dispute vor,rr c1aim.

Bur if perchar-rcc yotr had a mind
Tci ri in of idiots approbation,
Losr l;rbour rvill be ,vour rerverd,
Thoueh rhev'11 pretencl apprcciation.

Ihcr sev a goodl,v shacle hc linds
\\ ho shelters 'ne:rth a goocl11, tree,
\ncl such r1 onc your kinclly star:

ln Bejar harl'r pror,icled thee :

A royrl trce lr4rose spre:rding bolrehs
A sl'rorv of prir.rcely fmit clispliry;
A trce that be:rrs a noble Duke ,

The Alexrrnder of his clar.r

Of e Llrrnchcgrn gentlelnen
Thv purpose is to tell the storl.,
Rcl.rting h,,n h. lo:t his ivirs
O'er idle tales of lovc and elorl',
Of ladies, arrls and cavaliers:
A new Orlando Fnr:ioso -
Inrramorato," rather - who
\\,bn Dulcinea del Toboso.

Pr-rr no v;rin ernblems or-r ,vour shicld;
AIJ figures - that is braggir.rg plav.

.\ rnodest declicaticln m:rke,

-\ncl grlc no scoffer roorn to sav,
''\\ het! Alvaro de Lur-ra here?
( )r i. ir H.tnrril.,rl ap.rirri
Or cloes King Fr:ancis at Medrid
Once more of clestiny complein?"

Since He :rven it hath not pleasecl on the e

Deep ernditron to bcstolv,
t )r I.l.rik L:rritro'r gi[r oI rongtrer.
No L:rtir-r let your perges shor,r,.

IIRSI P,{RT

-\pe not philosophy or wit,
Lest one who can comprehend.
\lakc a u'ry facc ar rhee and ask,
"Whv offcr florvers to me, nry frrencl?"

f,( rtut ,l rttcelrllcr; tro.rff.rir
Oi rhine the life your reighbours lead:
Be ;.11111"r-r,, oft tl're r:rndom jcst

Recoils ulron thc jester's head.
\bur constant leboLrr: let it be
To errrn ,votrlself an honesr rirme ,

Fnr foolcrrcc prcrerveJ in print
Are perpetuity of shame.

\ furthcr counsel bcur: in mind:
If that your roof be nracle of glass,

It -.horvs srnall rvic to pick up stones
To pelt the people rs rhey pass.
\\irr tlrt Jltention of rht,i,rise,
And give the thinker foocl for thoughrr
\\'hoso indites frir,olities,
\\iill but b.v simplctons be soughr.

Am,a,ois DE GAULA,I

To Don Quixote de La Mancha

SoNrvrr

You that did imitate that life of mine
When I in lonely sadness on the great
Rock Pefia Pobre sat disconsolate,
In self-imposed penance there to pine;

Thou, whose sole beverage was the birter brine
Of thine own tears, and who wichout a plare
Of silver, copper, tin, in lowly state
Off the bare earth and on earrh's fruits did dir

Live thou, of thine eternal glory sure.
So Iong as on the round of the fourth sphere
The bright Apollo shall his coursers sreer,

In your renown you shalt remain secure,
your country's name in story shall endure,
And your sage author srand without a peer.

Il
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DON QUTXOTI

Do\ BF.r.rANis ol- cnrcr.l"
To Don Q,uixote de. I-a Mdncha

Sor-Nt I

Lr slasl-rin.e. her.r'ing, clervir-rg, worcl and deed.
I rv:rs the torernosr knight of chivrrlrt.
StoLrt. bc,lcl, e\perrtr rs e'er the rvolld clici see;

Thous,rnds from the oppressor's u,rong I freed;
Grc:1t \\ere ntl feats, eternal fame their ntec.l;

Lr lorr I proved ilt). tmth ancl loyaltvi
The hugest girnt was a dr'r':rrf to me ;

Ercr ro Ju-rghthood's lavr,s gave I goocl lieecl.

.\1r rrasterv the Fickle (iocldess owned,
.\nrl elen Clhance, subrnitting to control,
C,raspecl by the forelock, yielded to mv rvill.

\cr - thougl-r above 1,or.r horned moon enthroned
,\lv fbltune seems to sit great Qllixote, still
Fnr'-v of l'our achievements fills my soul.

l-ar r..l-rt, O,ti.+Ne
'l-o Dulcine a del Toboso"'

Srxxr-r

Oh, fairest l)ulcinea, could it bc!

It rverc rr pleasant f,rncy to suppose so -
Cotrlcl X,Iiraflores change to F.l Toboso,
And London's to\\'n to thar u,hich shelters thce!

O}r, cotrld mine btrt accluire that liverv
Of corurtless chlrms your mitrcl ar-rd boclv shor,v so!

C)r hrm, norv [amons grown - you macle him qrorv so -
\bur knight. in some dread combat could I sec!

Oh. coulcl I be released from Amadis
Bl erercisc oI such cov ch:rstit1,

As led thee gentle Quixote ro clismissl
I lt.tt u,,ul.i ntl lte,tr y \('rro\\ rttrn to jor :

Nonc rvould I envy, all wotrld envl nre.

Ancl I'rappiness bc mine u,ithout allov

Ga,vo,l-ix, SrJurnr. arr AturADrs DA G.AU/.1

To .\otrcb,t Ptttzt, squirt'c,I Don Qrtixote

Sox^-t.t'

\11 hail, ilh-rstrious man! Fortune, when she

Bor-rnd thcc apprclltice to the esclnire trade 
^

Her cere and tenderness of thee displavecl.
Shlping yoLrr coLrrse from misaclventLrrc free.

\c, lorger nou, doth proud knight errnntr-\'
Regard w,ith scom the sickle and rhe spade:
C)f tor.r,ering ilrros.lnce less count is made
Th,rr of plair.r squire-like simplicit-v.

, e nt t' thee your Dapple, a.ncl your natne,
\ttJ tlt,,.e s.rJJlcb.rg' \oLr \v( r( \ ont to .ralt
\\rrh comfcrrts that your proviclence proclain-r

i.',cellent Sancl'ro! Hail to thee again!
lu thcc .rlorre rhc ( )viJ ol our Sp,-rin

Does homage rvith the rr-rstic kiss rncl cuft.

From Et Do^-o-so, tHF. MorLL\ P()r t
"lo Sancho Ptrnza and Rocindnte'?

.r|Lr tl-re esqnire Sancho P'rn-'t
\\'l-ro served l)on Quixote de La \,{an-;
Birr from his service I retreat-,
Re solved to plss my life discreet-;
For Villadiego, called the Si-,
\[.rirrt,rincJ tirrt oulr in rLti-
\\'as found thc sccrcr of rvell-be-,
.\.eur.lirtg tcr thc Celcsti-:
.\ hook tlrvrrre. c\Lel)t fur \in-
Br'.|qq.l too pl.rirr. irr rnv 61.i11-

To Roeinrrntc

- rur that Rocinante fa-.
Greilt-laranclson of great Babie-,"
\\ ho, Lrl1 for being le:rn and bon-,
H,icl one Don Quirote for an olvn-i
But if I mrrtched hirn rveil in rveirk-,
I never took short feedir-rgs meek-,

r5L1
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DON QUIXO I[

I',ut kcpt myself in conl bv stcal-,
\ rrick I lc,rrrrr from I-.Lz.rri-.
\\'hen r,vith a picrce of strarv so neilt-
The blincl man of his u'ine he chc:rt-.

O,qr,ixoo Furloso"
'fo Don Quixotc dc La Mancha

Sosx c r

Ii lor-r are not ir Pce r, peer 1'olt h:rve nonci
Arnong a tl-rousancl Peers ,vou arre :1 peer;
Nor is there room for one',vhen ),oLl are near,
Unvar-rquishecl vicfol, great nnconcperecl one!

Orlando, b), Ant.,t.,. tttrdonc,,
Am I; o'er distant seas condcmnecl to steer,

Alcl to Fame's altrrrs as an offerir-rg bear
Valour respected b-v Oblivion.

I cannot be yolrr rir,,r1, for your fan're

Arrd prot,ess rise rl-ove rril rivalr,v,

All.cit l.orlr l.ur. lt ,,f u its ue go.

But, though rhe Scvtl-rian or the l\4oor to tarne
\X/:rs not your lor. still -vou do rival me:

Lcx'e bincls us in e fcllou'ship of ivoe.

Er C.EeA.rr-rRo DEL FriBo'r
'lo Don Qt.rixote de I-a Mtrncha

Sol',r,rr t

\h sn'ord $'as not fo be cor-nPared r,r,ith thir-re

Phoelrus of Spain, marvel of courtesl..
\,or rvith .vour farlr,us arm this hand of mine
That smote from e ast to \,vest as lightning flies.

I .corncd all enrpire . alrd th:rt monarch,v
The rosv east held out clid I resign
Ior one gl,rnce of Cl:rricliana's eve ,

TI-re brigl-rt Aurora for r,r,l'rose love I pine.
\ mir:icle of const:rnc1, rny 1ove,

\nd brrnisl-red by hcr"ruchless cruelty.
This erm had mig}rt the rrge of heli to tame.

BLrt. Gorhic Qui-xote , happier you do prove,

r6

FIRST PART

For 1'or,r clo 1il'e ir-r I)ulcinea's name,
Ancl Ianrous, honourecl, u'isc. shc lives in thee.

By Sorrsoax"
'fo [)on ()uixote de La NlnrcbLr

Sor'.r,,r- l

Yottr f.rrtt,triu.. Sir Qrrirotc. it i\ trllc.
That craz.y brain c>f ,vor:rs harre clnite upset,
But ar-rght of basc or meirn heth never yet

Becn charged bv anl'in reproach to yolr.

Your cleeds are open proof ir-r :rl1 rncn's vierv;

For 1'or: r'vent f.orth ir-rjusricc to :1batc,

And for 1'our pains sore drubbings dicl vou get

Frot-tr rnany e r:ascrrlly irnd ruf6:rn crew.

If the f:rir Dulcinea, vonl herrt's queen,

Be unrelenring in ircr crtrelt',,.

If still your woe be po."verless to movc her,

In such hard case ),our colnfort let it be

Thar Sancho \vils a sorry go-between:

A booby he, harcl-hearred she. rrncl you no love r,

Dialctgue
Betr.te en. Babiccit ttttd Rocinttnte

Sorlt, t

B. "Hou,cotles it, Rcicin:ute , you'rc so lean?"

R. "l'm underfecl, lr,ith ovenvork ['rr N,orn."
B. "But rvhat becomcs of rll thc hav ancl corn?"
R. "NIv master gtves me none I he 's ntuch too nrs.,.:.

B. "Coine , colrrc, you sholv ill-brceding, sir. I be 1:.'
'Tis like elr ;1ss t'oLrr rrrestcr thus to sconr."

R. "He is an ass. r,vill clie:rn assr an rrss l,vas born:
Whr'. he 's in love; what's phiner to tre seen?"

B. "Is it foolish to love?" -R. "lt cloesn't rnrrkc rn.,
B. "You're met:rph,vsicel." R. "From u,ant of ic,, -r

B. "Rail at the squire , then." R. "Vh)l u,hrt's r -

I rnight indeed cornplrrin of hirn, I grant vor,r.

Rut, sqtrire or m.lster, u,here's the cliffcrer-rcei

Ihe-v're both es sorrt' hacks rs Rocinrnte."
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